' THE INFANTRY SCHOOL
GENERAL SECTION
MILITARY HISTORY COMMITTEE
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA

ADVANCED OFrICERS COURSE
' 19L6-19L7

THE ACTION OF COMPANY "G" 31ST INFANTRY (PHILIPPINE DIV.)
ABUCAY HACIENDA, 15-25 JANUARY 1942
(THE STRUGGLE FOR THE PHILIPPINES) _
- (Personal experience of a Company Commander)

- Type of operation described:
COMPANY AS PART OF REGIMENT INX COUNTER ATTACK, DEFENSE, WITHDRAWAL

Major John I. Pray, Infantry



TiBLE Ur COWTEHTS

-
2

S
IrCeX s euvessensnsersevnsasonsrsrsasnasesannes 1
FibliogTaPhY seeesevecoscossorsosnsscoannsasss 2
INtroCuchion veveieereeeearenrecrssansorensnns 2-5
ACBION vesuurnernneessarsavsansnsennnasnaansns  O=1Q

Analysis and Critiecdsm ..eveiiiivieninceronnens <C-2%
LEESOBS * P U NSNS A ARSI EREP AP N AR RS EPREPY P T ASS SR 22-24

Map - Crientation R N R N Y R L R X ] 25
;ap #l L N N N A A e e R N X A I 26

Mdap 72 (BREBCN) tiiiiiirietinenenenrcnnnnannss 27




L

9

1¢,

EIBLICGRAPHY

T Saw the Fall of the Fhilippines, Carlos P, Komule (1943)
(s hizhly colored collection of stories without any actual
military cetails)

Bataan: The Juigement Seat, Lt, Col. Allison Ind (1944)
{a gooc personal account dealing with Air Corps)

War with Japan-Fart I, Dept. siilitary Art and Engineering,

U.S.l.A. Test Foint (1945)

(this was the test account I coulé find but in the details
of small units - 31st Inf., - it was not completely accurate)

Liary, Col, Jasper Prady
(a compilation from memory of 3lst Inf, personnel while in
Prisoner of War Camp)

Liary, Haj. L. C. Hoffitt :
(a compilation from memory of Zlst Inf. personnel while in
Frisoner of “ar Camp)

The Fell of the Philippines, Military Review (dug. 1946)
(goo¢ for general picture - no detail)

Eeport of Operstions of South Luzon Force, Bataan Lefense

Force, ané II Fhilippine Corps in defense of South Luzon

anc Batean from & Dec,, 1941 to © April 1942

{gooc meps - this document was prepareé from memory after -
the recovery of concerned perscnnel - it consists of ac-
counts written by various Unit Comranders and compiled by
II Corpe G-2 - no account wassecured from the Z1st Inf,
Commancer, conseguently the smgll details are missing - 1t
is the best available account, however, some details zppear
to me to be biased and insccursate) '

Kear Guard in Luzon, Capt. John Theeler, Cav, Journal {1943)
{aceount of action of 26th Gav. - helps give general situation):

Fighting 26th, Clark Lee, Cav. Journal (ier.-Apr. 1943)
(account of aetion of 26th Jev, - helps give genersl situation)

Fhilippine Campaign, Lt, Col, C.S. Babcock, Cav, Journal (1943)
(a very interesting account derived from Japanese News releases
while author was Interned in Japsn. Flaces and Japsnese troop
nunters are good - Getail and dates are not too accurate.)

Catle 97, Field Artillery Journal (1942)

Feport of Operstions of USLIFE and USKIF in the Philippine
Islands (1941-194%2)

(gives a good general picture tut in some details it is not
as I remember it - very good maps - prepared in the same
manner and by the same personnel as #7)



THE ACTICH OF COLTANY "G" 31ST INFANTKY (PHILIFPINE LIV.)
ABUCAY HACIEILA, 15-25 JARUARY 1942
(TiE STRUGGLE FOR THE PHILIFFINES)
(Fersonal experience of a Company Cormander)

INTRCLUCTION

This monograph covers the action of Company "G", 2nd Bat-
talion, 31st Infentry, Philippine Division, in the counter atf
tack to reestéblish the IR of the II Philippine Corps in the
vicinity of the Abucay Hacienda from 15 January 1942 through
the withdraws]l on 2/-25 JanuaryA1942.

In order that the reacer may better understsnd the lessons
to be learned, é short cdiscussion of the concitions prior to the
outbresk of hostilities and the tactical situstion necessitating
the pounter attack wiil precede the detailed aceount of the action,

| The War began & Lecember 1941 in tﬁe Philippine Islancs., Some

big changes were in the process of being made, in which the 3lst
Inf. was contributing her share, when the Jspanese cut them short
by cowméncing'hostilities. The 3lst Inf, was stripped of officers
anc experienced Non Commiésionéd officers to furnish instructors for
the Fhilivpine Army which was teing activated beginning August 1541,
"G" Company sent 10 Won Commissioned officers an¢ all but one of-
ficer. There remeined one officer and 93 men. This was generally
true of g1l rifle companies of the Zlst Inf, The heavy weapons
companies had spproximately two officers and 120 men. In & unit of

such small size this loss was considerable. Because the units were

so: small we had been training every man for a higher position in

expecteation of expension. About twe thirds of the Conmpany had ar-
rived after day 1941 as Selective Service replacements, Some old
soldiers had been in the Fhilippines for more than two years - some

were returneé to the States snd others evtended involuntarily,



The other two Infantry Regiments of the Fhilippine Division - the
45th Inf, (P.S) amd the 57th (P.S) had been builéing up for some
time but had net rescned T,0, strength.

Company #G" was organized inte two rifle platoons of three
squais each (2 squaé vas composed of az corpa and seven or eiéht
men), and a weapons rlatoon (the two 6C mm mortars were turned in.
because there wes no 60 mm mortar ammunition in the Puilippines)
of two squacs, Liach rifle souad had a F.AR. and the weapons squad
a light alr-cooled rachine gun. Fach Bn had two 81 mm mortars but
only about 25 rég of 281 mm ammunition per mortar., Fortunately, there
was quite é bit of three-inch Trench Yortar ammunition available, but
though this woul¢ work it was neither accurate nor dependable., Com-
munication was entirely by runner within the Bn except for one
SCR 128 - walky-talky.

The main value of the Fhlllrpine Islands to the Japanese was
the harbor of Hanila Bay. Consequently the cefense of the Philippine
 Islands was based on denying the Japanese this Harbor. By holding
Corregidor and the Bataan peninsula we could acconplish the above
nission, If Eafaan fell Corregidor becsme untenable since the moun-
tains of Bataan overlooked the smaller hi11370f Corregidor,

Corregldor ané 1ts adjmcent forts were practicelly impregnable
from the sea so to gein the harbor the Japsnese must clear Bataan
and then attack Corregidor from the rear. There were two natural
key terrain festures on Bataan, it. Natib and Lit, Samat. These ter-
rain features cominated the surrounding countrysice by giving their
possessor almost unlimited obeervation. The Abucay position (see
Map #1) protecting this observation ran from the Abucay Hacienfa on

the Last slope of iit, Natib through Mabatang to Manila Bay,
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Whoever held Mt. Natib had artillery ant mortar suppori bécausa

of the observetion, This was before the artillery forwarc ob-
gerver team came into being - at any rate we had no forward ob-
server., [Luring the month of ﬁecember the position astride the
Fast Foad was begun by the 31st Infantry. One of the jobs of the
2lst Inf, was to lay out the trace of the MIR anc¢ begin construc-
tion of foxholes, machine gun emplzcements, and barbed wire én—
tanglements. The 57th Inf. (P.5.) took over this position while
the 31st Inf, was holcing at Leyac Junction and improved the posi-
tion., It was this position-astride the Tast Koad that the Japanese
first attacked in strength (7). Several thousanc Japanese were
killed in the assgult on this position, The Jepanese mext shifted
higher up against_the 4lst Livision (Foho) but were again repulsed
with heavy losses. The artillery observation pleyed an importent
role in each repulse. It became apparent to the Japanese that

they nust take iit, Natib if they intended to breach the line., With-
out-too much delay they infilirate¢ small units sround the flank of
the 51st Liv, (P,A,) which anchore¢ the Hne on the eastern slope of
Mt. Kztib and érove them from the msition in disorder (7). Col. E.
T. Lewis with the 43ré Inf. (P.A.) extenced the line of the 4lst
Liv, {(F.A.) and refused the flank. The loss of kt, Hatib cut |
artillery observation to practically nothing., Without artillery
support anc with enemy on the flank the entire line wes threatened
(7). 1I Corps then committed thelr reserve in a counter sttack to
reestatlish the line ané¢ preserve ihe position. The Philippine
Liv. (less the 57th Combat Team) was in heserve (7),

The physical condition of the individual soldier was not too
£00C even at this time. We had been on Filipino ration (about one
half an Americen ration) since 12 Lecember 15941 anc on one half
of that since 5 January 1%42. This was partially offset by Com~

pany tuying anc moonlight requisition.

(7) P.22, I, 21, P, 22 ;
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In the afterncon of 15 January 1942 the 31lst Inf, re-

ceivec a warning order to bte prepared to move to Balanga to back
" up the 51st Div, (F.A.) in case of & treak through, At this time
the Z1st Inf., was engaged preparing the right flank of the lit.
Samat battle position egain astride the Zast Rq (see Lap #1).
An exira bendolier of ammunitioﬁ wes issued each man. About
midnight we received orcers to move to the F.A. Cedre Barracks"
just west of Balanga., After arriving in this assembly area wé
fed a hot mesl - the last for three days. The next morning we |
looked over the area - several rounds of lafge calibre artillery
came over btut no casualties, It nad been an srtillery position
anc consicdersble counter bsitery hec been fired into it. I sent
Lt. Franklin - just recently assigned o "G" Comrany - to recon-
noiter an overlanﬁlroute to tne.Ahucay rosc., He ¢i¢ not rejoin
‘the Company until about 1700 the next cay becsuse the Company
noved by rosc to the counter attack assembly area before he re-
turnec, .

On 16 January 1942 at atout 1200 iaj, Lloyd C. Moffitt, C.O.
2nd Bn Z1st Inf, celled the Company Commanders together anc gave
us the following situation and fragmeniary order. The Bn officers
present were liaj. Moffitt, laj. O'Lonovan, Capt. R, Sauer, Capt. b, -
Hunkins, Capt. L. Conraé¢, Gspt. R. Hibbs (Lr.), Lt. ¥. Tooley (Com,
0ff.), Lt. K. saree (Adj.) anc myself. The 51st Liv. (P.A.) has ¢isinte-
grated; the 4lst Liv. is holding with the 43rd Inf, Regiment refusing
the left flark. The Zlst C.T. will counter attack and reestablisn
the ilk. Upon its reestaﬁlishment it will be relieved by the 1lth
Liv. (F.A.). The Z1st C.T. will move Zné En, 1lst Pn, 3rd.Bn, self

probelled art., etc. {4).

(4) F. 42



This Bn will move out immediately in the order "G, HF", MEM

and "H" companies, "G" Companﬁ will form sCvence guard, Te
will move by combination trail ané rd.to the Abucay Hacienda
 Rd. up the Haclenfa Rd until we contact the 43rd Inf. (P.A.).
:Attack orders will come later. C.P. will be with "F" Company.
No time wss taken to organize - everyone was urged to hurry.

We organized and pickec up interval as we moved out. Airplanes
 hsed beén active-overhead all day and became more active as we
took to the Foad. (Any mention of mirplanes will mean Jspenese
airplenes - U.S, planes were not seen during this éction). They
bomted and straffed'but not much damege was cone, Ye marched for
two hours tut at the ené of that time we had to take a bresk be-
cause we were merching up hill anf at sn increesec rate. The
march {as slowed somewhat ty the léw flying rplanes as we dis-
perse¢ when they came down, Also the Japanese knew an attack
was forming, We force marched up hill for the rest of the after-
nocn, mavrching 12-15 miles and reached the flank of the 43rd Inf,
(F.A.) by 1900. On the way up we were passed by rany fleeing
Filipinos and some transyortation, We formed a march outpost to
the right of the and. "F" Company dic¢ likewlse on the left.
(See Map #2). The meﬁ were quite tired and were paired off %o
sleep. No ifood or water here. Severszl short"rounds of our own
a:tiilery lanfed in our area, however, ho one was bBurlb. T ac-
conpanled Maj. Hoffitt to the L3ré Inf, (P.A.) C.F. where we
talked to Col. E,T. Lewis, the American Gommandef anc: Instrue-
tor to the Fhilirpire Army Regiment. He tolc us what he knew

of fhe situation which wasn't much., e hadn't slept many hours

for the last five or six deys.



The'Japanese mortar, artillery fire, and hombing had been ex-

tremely heavy, The 51st Liv. (P.A.) had disinfegrated and their
| flank had been erposed for several Cays. There was no actual con-
tact with the Japs tut patrolslhad been active all along the flank.
They dién't know what to evpect, His Eilipino troops had behaved
in an extremely i‘ine menner, Qur arrival wes a big mcrale booster.
Gol, Lewis sizted that our rt flank would be secure ané his men
woulcé move back to their original positions without hesitation aé
we moved forwurd.

Maj. Hoffitt went down the road to the Temporary Regimental

C.F. for the complete sttack order. iHe returned aboyt Cl0C of
17 Jenusry 1942 anc issued¢ his orders to the Bn O'ficers. We
woul¢ move &t once up the Road to trail #12 from which we would
attack at C80C., "G" Company on the left astride trail #12, ¥L©
Company on the right, O Company in Reserve, "H" Gompany (less
#.G. platoon sttached to "G" ané YE" Companies) in general support.
The lst Bn woulc be on our left. We woult attack up trail #12 and
seize the front line positions on the old Wlk., We movec on up the

Koad another 8C0 yds to trail #12. We passec thrm)‘.gh g Mengo grove,

with some wounded Filipinos in it, near & water pipe from the Hacienda

anc filled all canteens., We took up a position with YF" Company on
the left of the hoad and "G" Company on the right. (See lisp #2).
The men vere agein paired off. Capt. Ellis arrivec with about

2C or 2C Filipinoslhe had roundeé¢ up. ERegiment had sent them up
to be attached to the companies, TLach coupany had several, We
used them to carry ammunition for tae iiachine Guns but all dis-

appearet¢ by noon the next day.
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At daylight we moved over to the line of Leparture - a change -
of direction of atout ninetj degrees.\iFormation UGH Compeny
on the left, "E" Company on the right, (each with one platoon
of iachine Gune attacheé), "F" Company in Keserve, 1lst Bn,
31st on the left the 2rnd Bn 43ré Inf. F,A, on the right. Ve
crossed¢ the Line of Beparture.at 0215((7) gives caylight, (4)
gives 080C but we actually sterted at the time riven), 4s soon
as we crﬁsseﬁ the L,D, we received morta¥ ant sniper fire. In
addition & terrific cracking and banging was heard all arouné us,
¥e later founC tinem to te fireérackers developed to sound like
rifle ané Mechine Gun fire. They created the impression that
we were surrounded. Also‘it was very'éifficult to locate the
actual snipers, Lppasrently these fire crackers were fired from
knee mortars or éro%peé from airplanes, We went forward about
400 yCs when my left platoon was stopped by enemy liachine Guns
gited¢ down lenes in the éugar cane field, The Eight platoon also
under fire from the edge of the cane fleld continued forward and
finally got around the Jap flsnk and into a deep Lavine - about
75 £t Ceep and exceedingly steep which was nof shown correctly
on the Battslion Commaniers map. llzps were very scarce anc those .
available were ingccurste., This pletoon stopped quite nsturally
in the Kevine for a short reorganizetion - about five or six men
ha¢ been hit, All were walking wounded since the Jéps were using
a 27 ecsl. rifle. "B" Company, on tlhe left, had several men killed
bj a 20 cal, automatic wespon in the Eane fielé¢, They withdrew and
moved to the left. I requested their nelpy in réciucing this strong
point since the ground sloped down from their side. This request
was refused, It was now about 1100, The Bn Commander ordered‘me
to withéraw my left platoon, pick up my right platoon anc meve to

the right of "EY Company. From there I was to launch an attack and'
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clear the crest of the far bank of the Eavine and pinch out "EV
Gompény. "Eh Company wes put in ﬁG" Company's place with orders
to attzck straight to the front., By the time "G" Company reached
a position from which to make én assault "F* GCompany had tried to
cross and failed bhecsuse of Kachine Guns, protected by snipers in
treés, sitec to cover the dip of the RKavine. A4s "“G" Company em-
erged fromuthe Ravine severs]l men were hit as it came unﬁer the
same fire., The Company halted in place while small units triec

to knock them out with hané grenaces, Several Hachine Ouns were

knockeé out. The Battelion Commander ordered all units back across

the Favine so that the mortars coulcd shelthe Mango Grove, In the
bottom of the Revine was a simall stream and seversl springs com-
ing from the Rock, ricking the cleanest, woré was passe¢ to fill
canteens - the men had had no weter since the preceding night so
knowing the effect of the tropics.it was apparent some men would

¢rink from the streasn anyway an¢ tine spring was probatly the least

contemingted, We climbed the Favine ggain -~ it wes very hard going
and resteC on the bank., The mortsr openeé up anc ¢rorped a lot of

shells intc the grove. There were plenty of tree bursts. However,

the shells ¢i¢ not all explode - many were wilé, the 2 inch am-
mmition ¢i¢ not fit too well. TWe agein workeé cown into the draw
ané up the other side, The Automatic fire seemed to be as great
as ever, 7e helé a conference among the three Company Conmanters
an¢ decided, twoftOAQne,to make & congerted attack. As soon as
the Heavj hachiné'Guns were in position we would all take off to-
gether - leaving one platoon of "GY Company covering our flank,
About this tire, 1730, a messenger from Baftaiion hesdquarters
came looking for me. He would go a few steps ané then shout
"Capt, Pray". I finally answerec and when the runner arrived

with the message, the snipers zerced in. The Wespons platoon

10,
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leader who was talking to me had his finger Flown off by what
gppeared to be an explosive tullet. The message ordered us
to fall tacklto the other side of the Favine and take up a
defensive position for the night. For ¢isposition see liap #2.

Upon arriving back at the near side of the Revine I was

orcered to estsblish contact with "B Company, who were supposed

t0 be about 200 yés on the left (West) of trail #12. The men
of the Comparny, particular}y the atteched ilschine Gun platoon,
were evhaustet from climbing the Favine 3 times - without food
two days. I told the lst Sgt, to hsve one platoon teke up &
rosition on each sicde of the trail for the night. Taking =
runner I set out to estsblish contect with "It Company. As

I passed Eattalion'Heaéquarters (Battalion tieaCquarters wes
in & Ravine sbout 150 yés from the Big Kavine - see liap 7#2)
Lt. Frankiin*joined me, Ve went laterally along ¢ cane treil
for about 200 yercs ané then turned towaré the Ravine. About
ten yards from the edge of the cane field I saw an abandoned
autonatic rifle belt. I stovped to exchange 1t for my pistol
belt so thet I could earry rifle ammumition for the rifle I

had picked up. Lt. Franklin walkeé on aheac. He called back,

"There are two deed bodies here." OSuddenly a turst of Automatic

firé (latter discovered to be a B.A.K. abanconed intact with

emmunition by Philioppine Army men of the 51st Div,) very close

caused me to look up., I saw Lt, Franklin stagger off to the left
clutching his chest, After a few minutes I stertec back. It was
impossible to go through the matted eane field without meking a

lot of noise., This worked to our atvantsge when we Gefendet tile
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area later. TWhen I arrived at the lateral trail, about
5C yarcs from the Kzvine, I sent the Hunner te Battallon
Heedcuarters with the situstion anéd had fhe 1st platoon
étfetch over to cover this trail junction. Then taking
two hand grenéﬁes I went back up the trail to a slighﬁ
benc snd threw the grenades In the genersal directibn of
the previous firing. The grenades had no apparent effect
. for the E,A.R., began firing. Theée bursts were several feet
off the ground and I could crawl up to the bodies without
danger. Lnowever when I reached a point about 10 yerds from
the bocies a sniper from a tree across the Fevine also started
firing, iis fire was toco close so I returned. I covlén't
hear an& soun¢ from Lt. Frznklin., I went to the C.F. and asked
for uortar fire. Cbservation was practically non eristant - im—
agine a ten foot high cornfield interlaced with vines with an
observer on one side ané the turst on the other and you will
have a fair ices. In adéition the 2 inen trench mortar ammuni-
tion that was being fired from the £1 nm moriar was not too de-
perdable for accuracy., The Bn Comnander said "CK" if creeping
acjustment was used., Six rounds were fired of which three were
¢uds. Une rounG seemec to land sbout right.After each round I
had to‘walk back to the morter position to report the results.
After the last round haﬁ been fired I went back up the cane trail,
. The automatic fire now came from z position about 5C yés left and
two snivers were covering the trall, Nothing was gained,

The platoons were organized into double sentinels and four man

posts at trail junctions so that the men could get a little sleep.
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The Company C.F, was estatlished about 40 yis from the Battelion
C.F. in the same little Favine, (For position see Map #2) Company
"K" of the Zrd Bn was put into the line o connect "B" Company and

"G" Company. iHowever a gep of 800 yarCs existed anc the rest of
N ,

“the third Bn was committed the next day to close the gap. The night

passed without much setivity - & few patrols ahﬁ a few flares,

The morning of the 18%h was spent awaiting orders amt eating
sugar canec which supplied toth fooc anc weter, One of my acting
Corporals got killed by tgc E.AJL at the Kavine because he returned
with a false report., The acting Sorporal was sent to see if the
Japa'were still at the end of the trail. He reported that they
were gdne an¢ also the hodies of the men killed the day before.
About an hour later he was locking for a canteen. I told him that
one was left in the ;ame place I hal picked up the belt. He went
bzck up ané then discovered the bodies. The same tuing happened
to him as hapnened to Lt, Franklin., !However, before he went on
the originsl mission I ha¢ cautioned him to sitay close to the
grounc,” If he ha¢ conpleted his first job he would not have been
killed z few hours later. Atout.ioon our first fool arrived - can-
ned fish, canned tomgto'es, and bread. |

The 45th Inf, {P.S,) was ewpected during the day and a co-
orcinated attazck was to he launched, That afternoon the 45th Inf.
(P.S.) less one Battelion took over the line held by the 42ré Inf,
(P.A;) ané attacked about 16@0. They arrived without opposition at
what they believed to be the old¢ MIE but this was not the correct
positien, again due to faulty meps. OCre platcon of "F" Company
with Capt. Conrad went with the 45th Inf., (¥.S.) to maintain con-

tact, On¢ Battalion of the 45th Inf, (P.S5.) was put in the line

12,
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on the left of the 21st Inf, (7); the remainder on the right.

The next day, 19 Jenuary, one Battelion of the 45th Inf. (P.S.)
was to continue the attack and reach the old MIR the remaining
Bettalion was to attack S.W, anc pinch off the penetration in
fronf of the 31st Inf. ihat night, 18 January, we received a

hot meal about 2100. Enemy pstrol activity wes increased during
the night. However; by dropping grenafes into the Revine it soon
ceased, ;

The plaﬁ of attack for the 2nd Battalion was with Companies
echeloned to the left rear. "E" Company was to keep contact with
the Erttalion of the /5th Inf, (P.S.i and move out when the area
hac beén cleered, The artillery fired only a few rounds because
they couleén't tell where they woulc lanc. "G" Correny wes between
"E" Company anc "F" Company. By noon "EY Company anc "G" Coupany
were in the fgvine, "F' Compeny still on near side in céntact with
the Zrc Battalicn, We waited about an hour - nothing happened. - I
gsent a runnerlto "Lt Company to see what was happening, (Runner
was our only means of communication,) He reported that "EF Company
Vwas on our right and they didn't know what was happening., After
enother hour I went myself to see what was happening. When I reach-
ed the "E" Compeny men I-found only sbout a squad. They didn't kmow
where the rest of "EY Company wes. I sent this word Eack to Battalion,
A while leter Liaj. O'Uonovan, .Battallon Executive Officer, came back
ané saic¢ "Attack at once," It was now atout 1700-1720. By 1800 the
squad columns started up tﬁe side of the havine. One rifle plétoon ,
and the wespons platoon went up Trail #12 with Haj., O'Conovan and

one platoon went with me up a dry waterfall., At one point we

1]

(7) ¥, 2
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scaled verticslly about 20 feet In two steps by using rifles

to hoist or pull ezch other up. It was cark when we arrived at

the top. The going was kad|but the fest available so we stayed

in the Httle éry creek ted. e worked forward¢ sbout three hundred
varcs. Time new about ElCG. e were cirectly on the Ilank of the
Hango Grove in a ¢raw about 10-15 feet Ceep and coulé hear the Japs
telking, I sent‘a runner bsck with ingiruections to go te the other
group - zive them the information we had an¢ to tell them that
when they were ready we would join in, TWe could also hear the other
group, dHowever, thls runner Wént rart wey back the draw and then
started¢ up the sice of the draw, stopred, ant called "Sgt. Fortune,
Capt, Prey is in the craw over here - when you are realy, he is."
Unfortunately, the other group had also heard tﬁe-Japs talking and
vere getting set to do some surprising. & turst of fire caught the
runner in the leg., e tumbled into the draw and hed to he evacuated.
A Jap voice ssgid in good English, "“Over this way, Sgt." However,
the jlg was up and the frontal group opened up with the 7 B.A.R.,

2 light liachine Guns, and rifle fire. The Japs returned the fire
with heavy anc 1ight dachine Guns. Both sices of ths draw we were
in wae covered by fire, Wy group was protected until we came out
of the drew. 3Severa] grenades were thrown - some had Cefective
primers ant cidn't go off, The Japs retaliated with a few, but I

- don't think they knew ezactly where we were, The other group had
several casualties, used up their amrunition ~ two B.AJE's and one
daciine Gun hit- ané they withdrew into the Rgviné. A runner from

Battalion met ther ané told them to withcraw to their former position,
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This word Was_passed up %o us. Returning was worse than coming
up the rocky water course. Sgt, Kopelke, who had taken the
wounded rurner besck, met us just as we reaéhed the big drop ané
tole us to move to/the left g little anc we would find some wire.
We followed the wire arcun¢ until it ran into trail #12. We ar-
rived beck about 0g20., "F" Company hed tried to knock the strong
point out of the céﬁefielé but ﬁithout apparent success, "G"
Company went into Reserve and was given a hot neal. The attack
ty the Battalion of the Z5th Inf, (P.S5.) for some unknown reason
déi¢ not progress, The other Ibn went all the way up to the LLR
without contacting the Japs but there vas a gap of 22CC yds on
their left end 150C ycs on their right (7) so they returned to
the starting position. "G" Company was now composed of about
55 effectives inelucing cooks, supply sgt., etc. |
Next c€ay, 2C January, the third Bn was to attack and clear
‘out the idango Grove from the left, Tank surport had been requested
but it was not favorably considered because the approasch was ex-
posed to enemy artiilery (7). "G" Compeny was to follow tue third
Battalion, clesr the near edge of the Tavire and when the third
Battélion ha¢ cleared the Mango Grove to push on through up to
- the ol¢ MIR. "F" anc YE" Companies were to follow "G" Co'mpany.
Contact to te meintaired from the resr. The attack started about
0900 an¢ the near bank cleared ty 1100, The leacing platoon of
the third Battalion ren into the Jap fire and after susteining
severgl casuvalties anc not recelving ahy nelp withdrew slightly

to edge of side drew., After waiting for atout ZC minutes I went

(7) P, 32
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forwaré to see what was happening. I con't know what the 2rd
Battalion plan of attack vwas but neither apparently dic anyone
else, Notairg was being_done. Mortar fire was requested in the
liango grove anc the units withcrew about 200 yds., The two Com-
panies of the.Brd Battzlion, "I" ané "L* Companies, which were
making the attack were waiting in the draw for orders. Fermis-
sion was requested from 3rd Battalion to form a group and launch
a coc:.rc1 inated attack from the present pdsition to 't.;he flank and’
rear of the sango grove., It was 1730 before the attack was launch-
e. "G" Company ané the platoonxfrom "E" Compeny attacked vigor-
ously btut drew all the fire from the Mango Grove and another csne
field farther to the rear. The twd_Gompanies from the 3rd Battslion
¢id not push forward_anﬁ WG" Company was pinned down. This area
was quite opﬁn. 4 messape was received from the Battalilon Com-
mencer oraering a withdrawsel to fill gap in line causec Ly re-
moval of ¥G" anc "F" Companies from thé line, Cesualties were
two killed sno eight wounded. This was the last offensive thrust.
That night we organized e defensive position on the edge of the
Ravine. |

~ We stayed on this position from 21 January to 24 Janusry while
the Jap pressure built up, Seversal efploratory pushes were made.
The deep Revine and alert ou}guards stoppe¢ them, In the lst and
3r¢ Bettalion ereas severel night assaulis were stopped - one
reachel the fox holes anéﬂﬁﬁchine-QUp emplscements, On 24 January
after heavy artillery an¢ mortar preparation, a flank an¢ frontsl
attack was launched egainst the 1st Bettallom. Orders were issued

for a withérawal becsuse Jep forces had filtered behind the lines
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%o the west of Mt. Natib also (7). The only availahle withdrawal
route ren paerallel to the MIR to the Tast Rosd. Each Battalion
was to withdrsw leaving one Company to cover each Battalion area,

beginning at 2000 on the right erc of the line, The covering force

was to withdraw beginning O2CC and on the left end of the line,

"G" Company was covering force for the seconc Battalion. We were

to leave at G200 and plck up trucks at €200 in vicinity of old

truck park about £00 yis in rear. However, the lst and 2ré Bn

were flanked anc vartially overrun by 2000 and were withdrawing

as best they could., Crcers were received to move back astride
the road and report to the rear gusrd Gomﬁahﬁer. Part of "G
Company = the lst Pattalion éovering force was on the road,
"I Company haC gone on turough without stopging . Capt.
Fierce with 14 Fhilippine Scouts and 6 B.A.K, from the L5th
Inf. (P.5.) jolned the rear gusrd. When "G" Company pulled
out its flank and rear were completely uncovered and even
though a lot of shooting was going on no one was hurt.x Wé
~got back to the road 1In good shape but as we came out of a
smali grove serious trouble was averted Ly Capt. C, K. Bess,
Service Company Commandier who was coordinatiné with the rear
guarc Commzncer a8 te where he ﬁanted the truck transporation.
Tue remnants compos;ng the resr guard were very jittery anc
when they saw dark shapes coming over the hill they were realy
to start shooting but Capt. Bess st0pp§d them in time, "G
Company joined up andé took one sicde of the roa¢. I checked

to see what units were still out. "F" Company of the 45th Inf.,

(F.S.) which ha¢ been on my right waes still unaccounted for,

(7) F. 2
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Tracers were fired straight up showing our positions and in

a few minutes Jap mortar fire hit our line. Wé stayed there

about 20 minutes and after receiving several caualties we |

droprped back 1o a new position, After a few minutes the

same thing naprened on the new position. We then adopted a dif-
ferent method. Ve would stay about ten minutes in one place

anc then we moved back 15 to 20 yards anc repeat after about

ten minutes. This stépped the mortar_fire. We srrived at the
pick up point about 223C. Trucks were due sbout 0200, About

five tanks were located in the park ares. These tanks were'.

given rifle protecfion and a line wes esteblisheé sbout 4C0O

yards from the entrucking point, "F" Company of the 45th Inf,
(P.S.) had not come in yet. Kej. O'Lonovan, the covering force
Cormancer thought the entire rear suard should move back up the
roaé¢ to see if we could find out vhere they wefe. It would have
been impossible to tell friend from foe in the darkness if both
were moving about on the roaé¢. We prevailed on Maj, ('Donovan

to wait, In a few minutes "F" Compeny A5th Inf. (F.S.) went paé%eé
on a side trail., About 0200 Capt., Bess arrived with transportation.
Sniper fire was extremely bothersome at this time. The personal
example of ulaj. Strickland, of the £5th Inf, (P.S.) was encourag-
ing curing this phase for he appesred completely at esse. We were soon
loaded up anc moving out, It was about €300 25 January 1942, The
tanks now took over the rear guard spot. Just after we left a
column of Japs came msrching cown the r&ad. The tanks took them
unéer surprise fire ané severasl hunfred were killedé or wounded,
This effectively stopped pursult until dsylight. The tanks moved

out without trouhle,
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 AMALYSIS AL GRITICISH

The most obvious eriticism would be the lack of pre-
parecness of the Philippine Dept. quéver, this was causec
by so many factors I'li léave it to history. Then, too, the
éituatiOn in the Philippines was very unusual. Immeciately
after commencement of hostilities the Philiyppine Islancs was

cut off from normal channels of replacement and supply.

To get a true plcture of this setion one should also study

the Japanese account, A document was yeported as having been
captured in New Guinea which Incluwded this account, It is
possible that Bibliography item #Z had access to this docurment
as information containedé therein so indicates. However, I dié
not get to see it and.must confine myself to one sidéd reports
anc ny own memory. |

The mission given the 21st C.T. was not out of proportion
Aif artillery support or tanks could have been used, It was a
very large front to reestehlish - about 6500 vards (7) but the
11th Liv. (¥.4.),being reorganized, was to occupy it after it
had been teken. Also if the elements of the 5lst Liv, (P.A.)
had held even in part the counter attack would have been easier.

Tanks could have been used on the first few days without
canger as shown b the lack of artillery fire during those days.
If the Japenese had artillery observation they Fould have fired

as much as possible to break up the counter attack.

(7) E. =3
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The almost complete lack of speedy communication greatly
handiceppec coorcinsztion between units. At no time did & co=-
créirated attack come off, It took slmost a half a day on

.17 January. The joint attack %gth the 31st and A5th éid not
come off., The attack on 20 Janusry could not be coordinsted.
The counter attacking force was used piecemeal, If the Zrd
En had been committed on 17 January in thé gay between lst
and 2n¢ Zn there was a greater chance of success than at any
other time,

The night attack on 19 Januery was launched without proper
planning over very rough terrain,

The withdrawsl behind the Kavire on the first evening and
every evening was a waste of time and effort. We would have
done belter 1o stsy where we were anc not had thetﬂﬁvine to
eross each time,

faiulty hand grenaces, mortar ammunition, amnt lack of
proper weapons - rifle grens@es, 6C mm mortars; and Kight
Machine @uns was a ba¢ morale factor,

Lagk of zood maps and inaceuracy in those we c¢id have
greatly handicapped small units because they did not know the
terrsin nor the exact distance over which they were to attack,

The attack of the three Kifle fompanies on 17 Januery was
stonped by the Battalion Commander because he dicn't know what
was nappening. The 2rd Eattalion's.attack on 20 Januery was
being ¢irected from the rear and slowed down to a standstill,
If the Coumender was well forward he could have kept the units

moving as the situation developed,
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Un the morning of 17 Jenuzry the surprise effect of
the Japaneserfire crackers wes offset by the aggressive
lesdership of plateoon anc squac leaders.

Weapons that are abanconed must be destroyed. Small
arms ammunition should at least be scattered - better if
‘burned. The Japs secured anc used lots of F.A.R's and am-
mumitions that hed been eberconed by the 51st Div. (P.4.)

Replacing ™G" Company with "F¥ Compsny on 17 January
and tuen using "G" Compuny for a flank attack, It would be
better to use "F" Compsny for the flank attack,

The effect of the mortar fire in the Grove was neutrslized
by the exhsusting work anc. time consumption of the crossing and
recrossing of the Having on 17 January.

The withdrawsl plens were originally very complete but due
to ihe enemy sction the plans were changed. The resr gﬁard Com-
mander ddd not know the plans of the 45th Iin. (F.5.) covering
foree,

The partielly treinec Selective Service men arose ito the
occasion very nicely when they were needed as scuad anc platoon
leccers and performed their jobs well,

LESSCNS

1. Counter attack is the decisive element of the defense -

RN b s T W e R i e N e g L
it should include complete planning for smell units, artillery

fires, tenks, and supporting wegpons, Inemy observetion, in-
clucing sir, should be screenec¢ if possitle,
2. Lvery unit nmust hold at all cost in cazse of a penetra-
S SR TOITES< i M 114, KAy M T RO s 02002 e e g s ol ORI TN 5 72 i

tion.
IR
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3. Communication and coorcination are absolutely es-

v ot Pt P BB R R R S Rl L

sential in order that am attack may be successful.

‘._:‘_“_,J_‘l.md .
' A. Ar attack Cannot be run from the resr arez, Unit

g g P RGT T E A As WAt  « iaes
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CommanCers must know what ie happening to each element of
his Unit, -
5. Do not withéraw an engaged unlt to be used elsewhere

(R TS F T

anc replace it with a fresh unit, Use the fresh unit for the

e e MR A L e S o

new task

6. Rapi¢ communicetion is necessary to keep a coordinated

attack coorcinated,.

rt

7. Heavy lachine Guns cannot keep up with Liflemen over

B e R

difficult terrain, S
o e A B ). oA
8, After a cifficult terrain feature has bcer passed

stay beyand it if p0551b1e
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9. DESUro all meapons and ammunition that camnot be
carried in a retrograde movement.,
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710, Acequate accurate _Imaps must be available in order
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that routes of epproach, zone of attack, present positiocns,
anG sccurate eneny location can be made.

11, Artillery concentrations must be planned within de-

- Y - SR, A 0, g TR

fenge ares in acvance and known to srall unit Comranders in

case asrtillery observation is lost.

1z, Vithérawals must be very v carefully planneﬁ and all

ot 7 KD
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units corcerne¢ informed of the plar. The rear guard COmmanﬂer

must know the €isposition of remaining units an¢ routes back,
Flans must be made for all circunstance,

12, Tanks are very effective for breaklnn contact in Trear

.y e T T
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guarc action,
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1. Aerial cover is advants

geous for a large scale

T I ST R

counter attack.

15, Ieplacements shoulc be trsined for each job at least

o

three deep.
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